Introduced by Council Member K. Brown & Co-sponsored by Council
Member Dennis:
RESOLUTION 2016-87
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE CITY’S SUPPORT FOR THE APPLICATION BY THE SCHOOL FOR ACCELERATED LEARNING AND TECHNOLOGY INC. (SALTECH) TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FLORIDA COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTION TAX CREDIT PROGRAM FOR PURPOSES OF FOSTERING CAREER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH NEW JOINT PARTNERSHIPS WITH LOCAL AND REGIONAL BUSINESSES AND INDUSTRIES DESIRING TO CONTRIBUTE TO TRAINING PROGRAMS TO BE ADMINISTERED AT THE NEW ANNEX BUILDING; PROVIDING FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, The School For Accelerated Learning and Technology (“SALTech”) is a Florida not-for-profit 501(c)(3) corporation located at 4811 Payne Stewart Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32209; and


WHEREAS, SALTech is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational, and/or scientific purposes and fosters educational opportunities and job training programs oriented primarily towards youth and students who are typically from economically challenged backgrounds and limited potential for future career growth and development if not afforded the special training and services offered through SALTech, including its unique relationship with the United States Department of Labor Job Corps training programs; and


WHEREAS, SALTech has been a public charter school of Duval County Public School System since 2014 and presently operates under a charter agreement for the 10-year period ending 2024; and 


WHEREAS, SALTech  is currently in the process of constructing a new 48,500 square foot school and career training center to be located at 4751 Walgreen Road in Jacksonville, Florida on a 6.15 acre tract of land and such new school facility is to open in August 2016 and therein employ no less than 18 new full-time employees together with an additional 9 new positons to be created over a 2-4 year period as enrollment ramps up to include up to 400 new students requiring the educational and career training programs offered by the school; and


WHEREAS, the Planning and Development Department has reviewed SALTech’s Community Contribution Tax Credit Program and finds that it is in compliance with the 2030 Comprehensive Plan in that Educational Goal 1 of the Education Element states that “The City shall collaborate and coordinate with the Duval County Public Schools (DCPS) and other municipalities to ensure that the public school system offers a high quality educational environment, provide accessibility for all its students, and ensure adequate school capacity to accommodate existing and future population”; and

WHEREAS, in order to assist with the cost of the construction, equipping, staffing, and development of these new educational and career training programs which are intended to include contributions and donations by industries, corporations, trade organizations, and other industry and commercial entities desirous of assisting with the job preparations and career training of SALTech’s student population, SALTech desires to participate in the Florida Community Contribution Tax Credit Program; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville is fully supportive of SALTech’s plans and use of the Community Contribution Tax Credit Program; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.
 
The City of Jacksonville hereby endorses and supports the application by The School For Accelerated Learning and Technology to participate in the Florida Community Contribution Tax Credit Program to sponsor projects that promote revitalization of the community through education, career training, job skill preparation and training, and the employment of highly skilled educators and training personnel to thereby promote the economic development and work force skills of Northwest Jacksonville.
Section 2.  
Compliance with the Comprehensive Plan.  The City of Jacksonville Planning and Development Department certifies that the affected parcels for the proposed development and the plans are consistent with local plans and regulations, including the City of Jacksonville’s Comprehensive Plan.  A copy of the letter from the Planning and Development Department is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.


Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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